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Democracy defined

Democracy is a form and a method of
Government whereby revolutionary changes
in the economic and social life of the people
are brought about without bloodshed.

— from Dr. Ambedkar’s address

at Poona District Law Library,
on D_ecember 22, 1952.
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Dr. Ambedkar had faith in the Constitution that he helped to
fashion for India. “I feel”, he said, “ that it is workable, it is
flexible and it is strong enough to hold the country together both
in peace time and in war time. Indeed, if I may say so, if things.
go wrong under the new Constitution, the reason will not be that
we had a bad Constitution. What we will have to say is, that
Man was vile. ” His faith in the future of India and in the people
~ of India was profound. He told the Constituent Assembly, “1I
know to-day we are divided politically, socially and economi-
cally. We are a grdup of warring camps, and I may even go to
the extent of confessing that I am probably one of the leaders
of such a camp. But, Sir, with all this, I am quite convinced that
~given time and circumstances nothing in the world will prevent
this country from becoming one, ” Dr. Ambedkar emerges from
this Volume not only as a man of immense erudition and foresight,
but one who had faith in the people of India and in the future
of India under a political system which is at once ’s'tric,tly
constitutional and socially and economically progressive.
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and Jawaharlal Nehru and embodied in the Constituion that has
made Indian democracy not a fragile “ palace on a dung heap ”
but a solid edifice that has stood the stresses and strains of our

~ myriad and massive problems. Dr. Ambedkar’s contribution to

this was of seminal importance.

Ttis interestin g to recall that Dr. Ambedkar defined demoérat:y
as: “ A form or method of government whereby revolutionary
changes in the economic and social life of the people are brought
about without bloodshed. ” While a revolutionary he was also

an uncompromising constitutionalist who advocated that changes,

however radical should be ei’t‘ect¢d through constitutional
methods and within the constitutional framework. He repeatedly
emphasized the paramount need for the diffusion of * constitu-
tional morality ” in society, which he held “is not a natural
sentiment. It has to be cultivated. We must realize that our people
have yet to learn it.” In his devotion to the practice of
constitutional morality he went to the extent of ruling out even
non-violent extra-constitutional methods like “ satyagraha ” from
the politics of post-independent India. He visualized democracy
as the “ golden mean ” the method of the Buddha which in his
view was the best and the safest method of action. His vi_Sion

of India and the future of the oppressed sections and the minorities

in the country was in line with this basic philosophy. In one of
his important speeches he said : “In this country both the

minoritics and the majorities have followed a wrong path. It is

wrong for the majority to deny the existence of minorities. It is
equally wrong for the minorities to perpetuate themselves. A
solution must be found which will serve a double purpose. It
must recognize the existence of the minorities to start with. It
must also be such that it will enable majorities and minorities
merge some day into one.” He believed that the Constitution
drafted under his Chairmanship will serve this double purpose.





