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A Note on the Sources 

The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
‘made to ensure legibility. 
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COPYING RESTRICTIONS 

Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 



Notebook, PN-06-00-00 

This undated pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably during 
1906. It may have been used at his winter home in Fort Myers, Florida. 
Included are descriptions and lists of experiments to perform, including 
work on phonographs, storage battery components, electrical rectifiers, 
telephones, thermocouples, and "wireless." The entries contain Edison's 
speculations regarding magnetism, the chemical properties of various 
metals, and the nature of electricity. There are also notes on the "Edison 
effect" and on work by Michael |. Pupin and other scientists. Among the © 
employees mentioned in relation to individual experiments are Charles 
Dally, Otto Groethe, Walter E. Holland, and Frederick P. Ott. The front 
cover is stamped "Ledger." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 120 

pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-00-00.1 

This undated pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably during 
1906 or 1907. It resembles PN-06-00-00 in content. Included are lists and 
descriptions of experiments to perform, as well as more speculative notes 
regarding the "Edison effect," x-rays, electricity, "wireless," and the 
properties of light and of metals. Many of the experiments pertain to the 
chemical composition and construction of storage battery components. 
Others relate to thermocouples, electromotographs, and acoustic devices. 
Among the employees mentioned in relation to individual experiments are 
Ralph Arbogast, Charles Dally, Walter E. Holland, Frederick P. Ott, John 
F. Ott, and O. A. Rogers. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 75 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-02-04 

This pocket notebook contains two dated entries from February 
1907. Itwas used by Edison for notes on experiments and other tasks to be 
performed. Many of the proposed experiments pertain to storage batteries, 
phonographs, and related chemical research. Included are entries 
describing groups of test cells, outlining chemical experiments with 
tungsten and tungstate compounds, and remarking upon a "new stuff" 
made by Jonas W. Aylsworth (possibly a phenolic resin). There is also a 
drawing of a phonograph reproducer, with a notation that it was given to — 
patent attorney Frank L. Dyer. Among the employees mentioned in relation 
to experimental work or business matters are Thomas D. Greenley, Otto 
Groethe, Emil Herter, Frederick P. Ott, John F. Ott, Ludwig F. Ott, and 
Herman Wolke. The front cover is stamped "From W. D. Andrews Talking 
Machines, Bicycles, Athletic Goods, Syracuse, N.Y." and "Thomas A. 
Edison." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 40 pages have been 
used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-03-02 

The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from March 1907. 
The book, which was probably used in part at Edison’s winter home in Fort 
Myers, Florida, contains notes by Edison regarding experimental work and 
other tasks to be performed. Included are experiments pertaining to x-rays 
and "xyz rays," the "Edison effect," electromotographs, electric lights and 
rectifiers, "wireless," and batteries. Some of the proposed experiments 
involve the use of radium, photographic paper, fluorescent crystals, and 
cocaine. One experiment involves the lamp of a projecting kinetoscope; 
another relates to the growing of a plant in the dark while watering it with 
chlorophyll juice. The entries in the first half of the book are more 
speculative than those in the second half and include a reference to an 
unknown ray in the ether. The last page contains a list of landscaping tasks 
at Fort Myers. Among the employees mentioned in relation to individual 
experiments are Ralph Arbogast, William G. Bee, Thomas D. Greenley, 
Otto Groethe, John F. Ott, Ludwig F. Ott, and O. A. Rogers. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 120 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-00-00.2 

This undated pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably 
during 1907. It includes lists and descriptions of experiments to perform, 
reminders about patent and business matters, and notes taken from a book 

or books on the recovery of silver from nickel and cobalt ores. Many of the 
experiments pertain to the composition and manufacture of storage battery 
components and to related chemical researches. Others deal with 
phonograph reproducers, the composition of phonograph record blanks, 
cement kilns, and electromotographs. Also included are a number of 
speculative notes on the properties of light, the nature of electricity, and the 
use of cocaine as an anesthetic. Among the employees mentioned in 
relation to individual experiments are Ralph Arbogast, Thomas D. 

Greenley, Walter E. Holland, Frederick P. Ott, Ludwig F. Ott, and Charles 
N. or Albert F. Wurth. Employees mentioned in regard to other matters 
include Frank L. Dyer, Walter S. Mallory, John V. Miller, and H. 1. Moyer. 
In one case Edison considers notifying Dyer about filing a patent 
application on a method for making metallic flake for storage batteries. 
Elsewhere there is a reminder to write Mallory about bauxite and a blast 
furnace. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been 
used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-06-15 

This pocket notebook was begun by Edison in June 1907 and was 
probably used until mid or late 1908 for notes and drawings regarding 
experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the laboratory. Many 
of the experiments pertain to the composition and performance of Edison's 
alkaline storage battery. Others relate to phonographs and phonograph 
records; radium, "scintillation," and radiation; the chemical properties of 
boron and boron compounds; and Edison's kinetophone. Among the 
employees mentioned in connection with individual experiments are Ralph 
Arbogast, Walter E. Holland, Alexander N. Pierman, and Herman Wolke. 
The book also contains numerous entries regarding patent, business, and 
personal affairs. Included is a reminder to pursue a patent on a "new kiln 
aging: process" for cement and to evaluate recent patents on phonograph 
record blanks. Also included is a comparison between process patents and 
musical copyright. In addition, there are notes pertaining to Edison’s 
investments, the Essex Press, the Douglas Phonograph Co., the costs of 
cement production, and market shares among motion picture companies. 
Employees mentioned in regard to these matters include Frank L. Dyer, 
William E. Gilmore, and Alphons Westee. Among the entries of a personal 
nature are notes on medical books, including one work by William Osler 
and another about intestinal diseases, and a remark about "setting [the] NY 
Sun right" on who invented the kinetograph. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 80 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-09-15 

This pocket notebook contains dated entries from September and 

October 1907. It was used by Edison for notes and lists regarding 

experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the laboratory. 

Among the experiments listed or described are many dealing with alkaline 

storage batteries and phonographs. Other entries pertain to 

electromotographs, rectifiers, telephones, telegraphs, and thermocouples. 

Also included is a suggestion about using magnetic markers on films and 

records to start moving pictures and sounds simultaneously on the 

kinetophone. Among the employees mentioned in relation to individual 

experiments are Ralph Arbogast, Thomas D. Greenley, Otto Groethe, 

Walter E. Holland, and Albert F. Wurth. The non-experimental entries 

include reminders about patents, popular music, and product names, along 

with notations regarding the authorized biography of Edison by Thomas C. 

Martin, Frank L. Dyer, and William H. Meadowcroft. The pages are 

unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-07-00-00.3 

This undated pocket notebook was probably used by Edison during 
late 1907 and may have been used in early 1908. It contains notes and lists 
regarding experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the 
laboratory. Many of the experiments pertain to the composition and 
performance of alkaline storage batteries and to related chemical 
researches. The entries describe groups of test cells, indicate experiments 
with bismuth compounds, and list insoluble alkalis. Other experiments 
relate to dynamos, phonographs, the hardness of phonograph record 
blanks, molds and tints for cement, electromotographs, and an amplifying 
device. Among the employees mentioned in relation to individual 
experiments are Robert A. Bachman, Walter E. Holland, George H. 
Hooper, Jr., Ludwig F. Ott, and O. A. Rogers. There are also notations 

about patent, business, and clerical matters. Included are reminders to talk 

with Frank L. Dyer about a patent on a speaking kinetoscope and about 
possible legal action against a phonograph dealer; to suggest marketing 
ideas to William E. Gilmore; to instruct John F. Randolph about signing - 
checks; to contact Walter S. Mallory and William H. Mason at the Edison 
Portland Cement Co.; and to dispatch William G. Bee to do research on 
electric vehicles licensed in different states. Also included are notes about 
printed sources that illustrate architectural details, for potential use with a 

molded concrete house; and listings of the numbers of motion picture films 
sold during autumn 1907. Three loose sheets containing entries by Edison 
on phonograph patents have been inserted into the book. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 90 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-03-00-00 

This pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably during 1909. 
It contains notes pertaining to finances, experimental work, book orders, 
and the supervision of employees. Included are calculations of cement 
production costs and projected profits from phonograph records, notations 
regarding accounts to be checked by Alphons Westee, and lists of patent 
questions to be asked of Frank L. Dyer. Also included are notes and 
drawings about battery experiments to be performed, including work on the 
composition and manufacture of components. Other experiments to be 
conducted relate to x-rays, motion picture film, phonograph reproducers, 
records and recording, phenolic resins, mechanical amplification, and tints 
and molds for concrete. Among the numerous employees mentioned in 
relation to individual experiments are Jonas W. Aylsworth, Daniel Higham, 
Walter E. Holland, and John F. Ott. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 110 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-09-07-20 

This pocket notebook was used by Edison during 1909 and 1910 

for notes on experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the 

laboratory. Many of the experimental entries pertain to phonographs. 

Included are notes about various reproducers, possible amplification 

devices, phenolic resins and other materials for record blanks, cabinet 

design, and recording conditions. Also included are references to 

phonograph marketing, musicians, litigation, patents, and sales. Among the 

employees mentioned in connection with these matters are Jonas W. 

Aylsworth, Frank L. Dyer, William Goodwin, Walter H. Miller, Alexander N. 

Pierman, and Peter Weber. There is also a reminder to send private 

investigator Joseph F. McCoy to the Victor Talking Machine Co. works in 

Camden, New Jersey, and the American Graphophone Co. works in 

Bridgeport, Connecticut. Other entries indicate the number of musical 

selections from 1902 to September 1910, along with the amount of sales 

to March 1910. One notation providing the names of musicians is in an 

unidentified hand. In addition, the book contains notes on electric vehicles, 

storage batteries, cement production, and motion picture rentals. 

Employees mentioned in regard to these concerns include John R. 

Anderson, Jr., Herman E. Kiefer, Walter S. Mallory, and William H. Mason. 

There are also entries pertaining to Edison's life insurance, the transfer of 

property to Mina Miller Edison, and the use of space at the laboratory. The 

front flyleaf has been used upside down and the first page of notes has 

been written over an erased but partially legible autobiographical entry. The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-09-08-10 

This pocket notebook was used by Edison during 1909, although 

the inside front cover bears the date of April 28, 1919. It contains notes 

regarding experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the 

laboratory. Like PN-09-07-20, this notebook indicates Edison's renewed 

commitment to work on his phonograph toward the end of 1 909. Among the 

experiments described are many suggesting new materials for phonograph 

record blanks, new reproducers, sapphire and diamond styli, and recording 

apparatus. Other entries relate to musicians and musical instruments for 

recording sessions, motion picture marketing and _ distribution, 

kinetophones, long tubes for battery electrodes, paints and tints for cement, 

and the cost of limestone. Also included are estimates of Edison's royalty 

income, along with reminders to inquire about the value of his property in 

Glen Ridge, New Jersey, and to check on patents for cement 
kilns, storage 

batteries with lithium hydroxide electrolytes, and new natural and synthetic 

materials for phonograph record blanks. Among the individuals mentioned 

in regard to experimental and other work are Frank L. Dyer, Otto Groethe, 

Daniel Higham, John Lansden, and Dyer Smith. The pages are 

unnumbered. Approximately 160 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-10-04-13 

This pocket notebook contains one dated entry from April 1910. It 
was probably used by Edison at his winter home in Fort Myers, Florida, as 
well as at the laboratory in West Orange. The book contains notes 
regarding experimental work and other tasks to be performed. Among the 
experiments are many chemical researches relative to Edison's alkaline 
storage battery and to phonograph record blanks. Other experiments 
pertain to motion pictures, color photography, business phonographs, and 
phonograph reproducers. An entry marked "Big Scheme" proposes using 
heat from the Edison Portland Cement Co. kilns to generate electricity. The 
employees mentioned in relation to individual experiments include Ralph 
Arbogast, Walter N. Archer, Eben G. Dodge, Pursell Eggleston, Ignacy 
Goldstein, Thomas D. Greenley, and Walter E. Holland. The notebook also 
contains many notations and reminders about patents, production costs, 
marketing, and other business matters. Included are notes pertaining to 
recording artists Leo Slezak, Arturo Nutini, and Harry Lauder, and a 
reminder to send storage battery data and a catalog to "Jack" Morgan at J. 
P. Morgan & Co. Near the end of the book are tabulated costs for battery 
and cement production, statistics on the production of chemicals, and a 
financial profile of the Edison Portland Cement Co. as of October 1909. 
One entry giving the address of a chemical plant is in an unidentified hand. 
The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 80 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-10-05-01 

This pocket notebook was used by Edison during 1910 for notes 
regarding experimental work and other tasks to be performed. Many of the 
entries relate to proposed applications for Edison's alkaline storage battery 
and to the marketing, sale, and performance of cells. Included are reports 
of road tests made with electric vehicles; statistics on the cost and 

efficiency of electric traction and on the use of electric trucks in New York 
City; notes on battery shipments, production costs, and related assets; and 
descriptions of experimental work on phonograph reproducers, recording 
methods, and cabinets. There are also entries pertaining to the hiring of 
Converse D. Marsh to promote the battery and Sydney W. Ashe to 
research its use in locomotives; a reminder to contact J. P. Morgan, Jr., or 
George W. Perkins about approaching the Southern Railway Co. for battery 
business; and occasional notations about cement, phonograph sales, and 
various advertising ideas. Among the employees mentioned in relation to 
individual tasks are John R. Anderson, Jr., Ralph Arbogast, Robert A. 
Bachman, Frank L. Dyer, Walter E. Holland, and Carl H. Wilson. The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 75 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-10-05-10 

This pocket notebook was used by Edison in 1910 for notes 
regarding experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the 
laboratory. Many of the entries pertain to the composition and manufacture 
of phonograph record blanks and to storage battery electrodes. There are 
also notes on tungsten lamp filaments, color photography, cement 
production, and storage battery performance in electric vehicles. Among 
the employees mentioned in regard to experimental work are Walter N. 
Archer, William G. Bee, Charles Dally, Ignacy Goldstein, and Walter E. 
Holland. The book also contains many notations of a non-experimental 
nature. Included are reminders about music and musicians, notes on 
possible names for a new large-diameter amberola record, lists of 
employees, and ideas for promoting Edison's storage battery among 
owners of electric vehicles in New York and New Jersey. Tabulated data 
at the end of the book provide details regarding battery production, cement 
shipments, projected income, battery performance summaries, and the 
volume of cement necessary for a poured concrete house. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 115 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-10-11-01 

The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from November 
4910. The book was used by Edison for notes regarding experimental work 
and other tasks to be performed at the laboratory. Most of the entries 
pertain to storage batteries and phonographs, but there are also notes 
about telephones, chemical researches, and various uses for the phenolic 

resin, condensite. The battery experiments include modifications of battery 
cans, trays, rubber parts, and tubes, as well as variations in electrolyte and 
methods of manufacture. The phonograph experiments involve the 
composition of phonograph record blanks, recording apparatus, and 
reproducers. Also included are ideas for marketing the batteries and 
phonographs, questions about infringement suits and patents, and data on 
labor. In one entry Edison plans to divide the laboratory's engineering 
department into several departments: "Battery -- Leland & Storage; Motors, 
Rectifiers; Kinetoscope; Phonoghs; Miscellaneous." In other entries he 

mentions the work of Leo H. Baekeland, proposes to have Paul H. 
Cromelin handle Edison products in Great Britain, plans to develop a $35 
horniess phonograph model, decides to check on the progress of 
submarine batteries, and questions whether Ralph H. Beach should run his 
battery-powered streetcars in New Jersey. Among the employees 
mentioned in relation to individual experiments are Jonas W. Aylsworth, 
Charles Dally, Frank L. Dyer, Miller Reese Hutchison, and George F. Scull. 
The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 120 pages have been used. 
One group of pages has been detached or removed. These pages have 
been filmed at the end of the book. 
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Notebook, PN-10-00-00.2 

This undated pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably during 
1910 and 1911 and possibly as late as 1912. Several entries may have 
been made in August 1911, while Edison traveled in Europe with members 
of his family. The book contains notes and drawings regarding 
experimental work and other tasks to be performed at the laboratory. Many 
of the experiments relate to improvements in storage batteries, 
phonographs, and phonograph records. Other entries pertain to Edison's 
kinetophone, concrete cabinets for phonographs, educational films, and 
stereoscopic effects and color photography for motion pictures. Among the 
employees mentioned in connection with individual experiments are Ralph 
Arbogast, Jonas W. Aylsworth, Pursell Eggleston, Ignacy Goldstein, Walter 
E. Holland, Miller Reese Hutchison, and Alexander N. Pierman. The 
battery-related entries include notes on the composition and performance 
of cells and a list of sixty-nine items, entitled "uses for battery," describing 
applications in electric vehicles, tricycles, and submarines; in automobile 
and home lighting; in sailing vessels, with windmill power; and in other 
devices such as miners' lamps, burglar alarms, and dentist drills. Also 
included are entries pertaining to the manufacture of nickel hydroxide and 
to clutch devices for trucks. In addition, there are plans for making 
phonograph records out of condensite, shellac, hard rubber, and celluloid; 
proposals for recording popular songs and the sounds of naval gunnery; 
and ideas about marketing phonograph records. Among the individuals 
mentioned in relation to Edison's business affairs are Henry H. Harjes in 
Paris; Etienne de Fodor in Budapest; and his European representatives, 

Paul H. Cromelin, Maurice E. Fox, Thomas Graf, and John F. Monnot. 

There are also entries pertaining to personal and family matters, including 
references to the estate of John Kruesi and a draft telegram, probably to 
Edison's daughter, Marion Edison Oeser, regarding a rendezvous with his 
son-in-law, Oscar Oeser, in Switzerland. The front flyleaf bears a list of 
famous Frenchmen and alist of French cities. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 140 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, PN-Undated.19 

This undated pocket notebook was probably used by Ediso
n during 

the early 1900s. Included are notes about two chemical experiments, one 

involving rosin oil and lime and the other glycerine and other compounds. 

Also included are a drawing and some miscellaneous calculations. The 

cover is stamped “Memorandum.” The pages are unnumbered. Only 9 

pages have been used. 
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A Note on the Sources 

The pages which have been 
-filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
‘made to ensure legibility. 
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