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Founaed in 1947 on the Cincinnati
campus of the Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion, the American
Jewish Archives has become, in its first
decade of existence, a major research cen-
ter for American Jewish history. This vol-
ume is published as a Festsckrift in tribute
to the Archives and its director and guiding
spirit, Jacob Rader Marcus. The score
of essays comprising it have been written
by noted scholars and range over the field
from the sale of a slave in the Brooklyn of
1683 to the activities of a highly-placed
American Jewish leader at the post-war
peace conference of 191g; from a gene-
alogical study of American Jewry in the
Colonial and Early National periods to an
investigation of the American Jew’s role
in the United States of today. Many of
the essays cast new light on important
figures like Isaac M. Wise, Isaac Leeser,
David Einhorn, Bernhard Felsenthal, and
Cyrus Adler, while others explore some
hitherto little-known aspects of the Jewish
experience in America — early American
Jewish Hebrew scholarship, for example.
An intriguing picture of American Jewish
economic, cultural, and political life
emerges from this Festschrift to constitute
another contribution to the small, but
growing, body of literature on which rest
the foundations of American Jewish history
as a scientific discipline. ;
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Foreword

IN 1947, by action of the Board of Governors, the
American Jewish Archives was organized on the Cincinnati
campus of the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of
Religion.

The Archives’ steady growth, indeed its emergence as a
unique institution in American Jewish life, has been due
primarily to the gifted direction which it has received from
Dr. Jacob Rader Marcus, Adolph S. Ochs Professor of Jewish
History. The able leadership which he has supplied has turned
the Archives from a bare idea into a living reality. The assem-
bling of archival material necessary to describe the history of
Jews in this country was the first step. Thereafter, Dr. Marcus
proceeded, constantly with the strong support of our Board of
Governors, to establish a photoduplication laboratory and to
borrow important materials for photostating or microfilming.
Thus, within the relatively short space of a decade, the American
Jewish Archives has succeeded in assembling over 1,000,000
pages of documentary correspondence, diaries, and congrega-
tional minutes, much of it of great historical importance.

This Festschrift, published on the occasion of the Tenth
Anniversary of the founding of the Archives, is dedicated both
to the institution and to the man who is principally responsible
for its founding. Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, more than anyone else,
has established the study of American Jewish history on a
scientific basis and has caused the principal resources for that
study to be assembled in one place.

On this occasion, I am pleased to salute him as a dear and
close friend, whose scholarly achievements have brought me
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FOREWORD

personal pride. On behalf of the Board of Governors and the
College-Institute family, I express the fervent prayer that he
be spared for decades to come and that he be blessed with
health and strength to carry even further his work in the field
of American Jewish history and of our common American
heritage.
NEersoN GLUECK
President
Hebrew Union College - Jewish
Institute of Religion

xii



In Appreciation

THIS Festschrift is, formally, a tribute to the Amer-
ican Jewish Archives on the tenth anniversary of its creation,
more than a year late (in keeping with the well-documented
tradition of scholarly celebrations), in view of the fact that the
first announcement of its founding was made in the Hebrew
Union College Bulletin in September, 194%.

Every new academic departure, every scholarly institution,
is in truth the fruit of one man’s labor of love. No scientific
society, no scholarly library, no college, ever moved from a
prospectus on paper to fulfillment in reality without the affec-
tionate and whole-souled devotion of one man. The man who
created the American Jewish Archives is Jacob Rader Marcus.
The Archives is the expression of his personality, his high
academic standards, his penetrating search for source materials,
his love of his Judaism and of his America.

Even Professor Marcus himself is probably unable to explain
just why and exactly when his vision shifted from the more
traditional and, in a sense, respected study of the life of the
Jews in Europe (and especially in Germany) to the vast, un-
explored story of Jewish life on the North American continent.
It was probably a combination of several factors: his thorough
preparation for history courses at the Hebrew Union College
(he has always outlined his lectures for the entire year in
advance, and carefully prepared for each session), which made
him deeply aware of our comparative ignorance of the Jewish
past in our own land; his insight into the millennial movement
of Jewish life from center to center, and his comprehension early
in the 1930’s that, with the growth of Hitlerism, American
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IN APPRECIATION

Jewry must inevitably risc to international pre-emincnce in the
next period of Jewish history; his own boyhood in the mountains
of West Virginia and a native American’s love for his own land;
and, finally, his personal involvement (more so than almost any
American Jewish scholar) in the day-to-day solution of Jewish
problems on the local scene in Cincinnati; in hundreds of other
cities and towns where his students serve as rabbis and consult
him by telephone and letter when plagued by their own prob-
lems, and where he has lectured and taught and lcarned from
his audiences and hosts; and on the national scene where, in
the councils of organizations like the American Jewish Historical
Society, the B’nai B’rith, the National Jewish Welfare Board,
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Jewish
Publication Society of America, the National Community
Relations Advisory Council, and the Central Conference of
American Rabbis (which he has served as president), to name
only a few, he has participated in efforts to mold the Jewish
future in America.

During the early 1930’s, Dr. Marcus was studying the contours
of the contemporary Jewish scene, leading his students towards
an understanding of the host of problems which plagued the
Jews in the days of Hitlerism and American economic depression.
Towards the middle of the decade he began, slowly, to gather
source materials to help his students understand the background
of their own time, to assign themes in American Jewish history
for prize essay competitions, and to approve dissertation subjects
in the field. Finally, in the summer of 1942, he launched the
first graduate course for the study of American Jewish history
ever to be taught. It was my privilege to be one of the handful
of students who attended that course. Professor Marcus had
already digested all the known material in the field, had chosen
letters, speeches, pronouncements, and excerpts for the syllabus
for the course, and outlined a methodology for the detailed
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IN APPRECIATION

investigation of certain periods and trends which was to guide
him and his students for years to come. Into that course he had
pourcd the fruit of years of learning and self-development; he
came to the teaching and writing of American Jewish history
as a mature scholar, trained to understand documents, to
comprehend trends, to ask the right questions, and to hew to
the line of academic accuracy. This will explain the reason for
his meteoric rise to leadership in a field which sorely needed the
guiding hand of a scientific historian.

While Dr. Marcus was preparing for that first course, it was
natural that he should think of all the questions still unanswered,
of all the names of persons about whom nothing was known, of
all the secrets which lay hidden in attics and basements and in
the old desks of descendants of pioneers. In his travels during the
1930’s he began to search through the collections of libraries
and historical societies in every state of the Union, and to track
down persons who might be the owners of family correspondence
files dating back through the centuries. A methodical admin-
istrator, he organized an archive of his own on the third floor of
his home in Cincinnati, filing away thousands of clippings,
notes of interviews, photostats, pamphlets, references, and
quotations. This search for raw source material continued
throughout the war years. His cabinets and drawers began to
bulge at the seams; his students and friends all over the country
caught his enthusiasm and sent him the prizes of their own
searching.

Then came 1946-194%, and Professor Marcus’ recognition
that the job of collecting the records of the American Jewish
experience was too big, too important, and too challenging to
be the side line of one man’s spare time. With the enthusiastic
blessing and help of Dr. Nelson Glueck and the Board of Gov-
ernors, the American Jewish Archives was formally organized
and housed in the old Bernheim Library on the Hebrew Union
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IN APPRECIATION

College campus, and with a few assistants, the Professor began
to collect in earnest: congregational minute books, periodical
files, thousands of pages of records from local governmental
and Federal archives, excerpts from will books, and on and on.
The Archives rapidly came to be the one place in the country
where sources for every aspect of American Jewish history
would be likely to be found or at least known. No project in
American Jewish history could be undertaken without consulting
its vast holdings; no scholar or student would ask questions
without securing some help from its Director and his staff. As
the Archives passed its tenth birthday, it had already achieved
renown as the greatest single depository of American Jewish
historical data in existence.

The time will come (may it be far, far in the future) when
other minds will guide the Archives, but always it will continue
to be an extension of the mind, the personality, and the insight
of its founder. It is the work of his hands. But his hands have
been busy during this time in other ways. As author and an-
notator of documents, he has published works in American
Jewish history, Early American Fewry (in two volumes), and
Memoirs of American Fews: 1775-1865 (in three), which have
become standard references in the field, and has edited the
semiannual journal of the Archives, containing articles and
source materials of great value. He has trained a generation of
scholars to investigate areas of the American Jewish experience
in his own exhaustively methodical fashion. He has helped in
the research and writing of virtually every volume on any
aspect of his chosen field which has been published in the years
since World War II. He has lectured extensively throughout
the United States and Canada, presenting a historian’s view of
the past, present, and future of American Jewry. He has served
as chairman of the Publication Committee of the Jewish Pub-
lication Society of America and is now its vice president, and
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IN APPRECIATION

has helped immeasurably to strengthen its program. He has
toured the Caribbean Sea and South America searching for
archival materials. He has helped to instill new life into the
American Jewish Historical Society and has served as its
president for three years, giving richly of his knowledge and his
charm to his associates. He has helped two generations of
American Reform rabbis to achieve a clear and comprehensive
picture of the community which they are to serve. He has been
friend and counselor to rabbis throughout the land to the extent
that they elected him president of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the first since the venerable Isaac Mayer
Wise to be so honored while a professor at the Hebrew Union
College.

But all this does not express the man Jacob Rader Marcus.
Perhaps words alone will never be able to fix him clearly.
Words like “warmth,’ “geniality,” ‘“‘comprehension,” “honor,”
“dignity,” remain words; they cannot convey the experience
of being with the man, sharing his thoughts, knowing his
idealism, receiving his help, partaking of the excitement of
discovery with him, and, above all, learning, from his vast
store of knowledge, not only of Jewish history, but also of the
human situation and the role of man in God’s world.

Philadelphia, Pa. BerTrRAM W. KORN
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Jacob Rader Marcus

A Biographical Sketch

STANLEY F. CHYET

.JACOB Raper Marcus was twenty years old in
1916. In that year, he published one of his earliest articles — in
the Fewish Community Bulletin of Wheeling, West Virginia. The
article was entitled, ‘““‘America: The Spiritual Center of Jewry.”
American Jewish history would have some thirty years to wait
before its foundations as a scientific historical study were estab-
lished, largely through the efforts of this son of immigrant
parents, but already in the youth of twenty there stirred love
and concern for the life of American Jewry.

% * *

In 'the year 1889, a twenty-four-year-old immigrant named
Aaron Marcus arrived in New York from Hamburg, Germany.
The German port had been but a way station for the young
man who had been known as Markelson in his native Lithuania
and in Tiflis where he had served in the army of the Czar.
Marcus was the name which Aaron Markelson had taken for
himself during the months he spent in Germany. Perhaps that
was how he washed away the luckless Eastern past which had

Rabbi Stanley F. Chyet is the Harrison Jules Louis Frank and Leon Harrison
Frank Research Fellow in American Jewish History at the Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati.



STANLEY F. CHYET

permitted a lung ailment to claim his father’s young life, had
invoked the May Laws of 1882 to dispossess the Markelsons of
their old homestead at Podwerynka, and had compelled Aaron
himself to endure five military years in the Caucasus.

New York, too, proved only a way station. Little more than
a year after his arrival in America, Aaron Marcus found his
way to Pittsburgh. Why he went there is unknown, but we
know that he peddled his way there with a basket of notions. It
was in Pittsburgh that he became an American citizen, and it
was there, too, that he married Jennie Reider (pronounced
“Rader”), about the year 18g3. A year later, Jennie Rader
Marcus gave birth to their first child, whom they named Isaac,
after Aaron’s father. Jennie’s father, Isaiah Reider, had been a
practicing physician in the Lithuanian gubernia of Kovno.
Although lacking a medical degree, he had performed opera-
tions with anesthetics. In all likelihood, he had studied at a
medical school i Russia or Austria, but in accordance with
the anti-Semitic dictates of the time, had never received a
diploma. During the early 1890’s, he had come to New York
to practice medicine, but had soon returned to Europe. Jennie
and some of her sisters had remained in the United States.

After some experiences, most of which were not particularly
happy, in the Pittsburgh steel mills, Aaron Marcus became a
peddler of tinware. The panic of the early 1890’s may have
been largely responsible for his withdrawal from the steel mills.
Before long he turned from peddling tinware to peddling cloth-
ing in the coal-and-coke-oven area around Connellsville and
New Haven, Pennsylvania, and the Marcus family soon moved
to New Haven. There, on March 5, 1896, a second son was
born, Jacob Rader. Some three years later, Jennie Marcus gave
birth to twins, Frank and Ethel.

Sometime after Jacob’s birth, Aaron Marcus traveled briefly
through East Texas, but the lawlessness of the region soon

2



JACOB RADER MARCUS — A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

persuaded him to return to Pennsylvania. Around 19oo, when
Jacob Marcus was four, the family settled in Homestead,
Pennsylvania, a town on which, in 1892, the violence of the
iron and steel workers’ strike had conferred a dubious fame.
Aaron Marcus opened a clothing store in Homestead, and the
Marcuses remained in the neighborhood until 1907, when
Aaron went into business on the south side of Pittsburgh.

Jacob Marcus’ memories of Homestead have little to do with
the labor strife that had made the town notorious four years
before his birth. He remembers selling newspapers — not very
successfully — with his older brother Isaac, and working in
his father’s store when he was no older than ten. At Theodor
Herzl’s death in 1904, he sold pictures of the great dreamer for
the benefit of Homestead’s local Zionist society, which Aaron
Marcus probably served as secretary. He also attended the local
afternoon cheder (traditional Jewish religious school), where he
learned to read a few Hebrew texts, though never to translate
them, and heard an occasional talmudic tale from the teacher,
who was a shohet (ritual slaughterer) as well, and slaughtered
chickens in the backyard of the synagogue. It was in Homestead,
too, that Jacob Marcus’ love for history first awakened. Home-
stead had a Carnegie library, and the young boy patronized it
liberally. He began reading the historical novels of George
Alfred Henty. There were dozens of the Henty juveniles, and
Jacob continued to read them when the family moved to
Pittsburgh. There, too, his Hebrew education was continued
as, during the week, a melammed (religious tutor) would visit
the house on Carson Street, and on Sundays the boy would
cross the Monongahela to attend religious school at the Beth
Midrash Hagadol on Washington Street.

Pittsburgh, as it turned out, was but another of Aaron Marcus’
way stations. In 1907 or 1908, his business failed, and the
family moved to Wheeling, West Virginia, where it remained

3
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some eight years. Here, in Wheeling, Jacob Marcus began high
school, became bar milzvah (attained, in traditional fashion, his
religious majority) at the Orthodox synagogue, and attended
Sunday school at the Eoff Street Reform Congregation, whose
rabbi at the time was Harry Levi, later of Temple Israel in
Boston. It was Marcus’ first contact with Reform Jewry and
the Reform rabbinate.

About two years after the family’s arrival in Wheeling,
Marcus was confirmed at the Reform temple — in June, 1910.
He continued, however, to regard himself as an Orthodox Jew,
and the fact that “‘ethnic” lines were at the time drawn rather
sharply in towns like Wheeling only strengthened his views.
When, therefore, in 1910, Rabbi Levi suggested to him that he
consider a career in the Reform rabbinate, the young confirmand
balked. Levi, in whose debt Marcus has always felt himself, had
been impressed by the boy’s achievements at the Sunday school.
Even at that early age, largely as a result of his voracious reading
of historical novels and the example of his father, who loved to
read the Hebrew Bible, Jacob Marcus had acquired a note-
worthy command of biblical history. He was the outstanding
student at the Sunday school. Levi’s suggestion, however, did
not please the Marcus family, to whom at the time the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, Solomon Schechter’s Con-
servative school in New York, appeared more attractive than
the Hebrew Union College, the Reform seminary in Cincinnati.
The rabbi was persistent, nonetheless, and in addition to
teaching his young protégé Hebrew translation and grammar,
he lent him a number of Jewish books. At about the same time,
the boy read Isracl Abrahams’ Fewrish Life in the Middle Ages,
a book which greatly appealed to him. His growing interest in
history was further reflected in the pleasure which he derived
from his classes in ancient and medieval history at the Wheeling
high school, where he also studied some Latin.

4
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Jacob Marcus was fifteen in 1911. In the fall of that year,
he went to Cincinnati to begin his rabbinical training at the
Hebrew Union College, which was then located on Sixth Street,
in the downtown slums, and was presided over by Kaufmann
Kohler. He attended classes at Woodward and later at Hughes
High School in the morning, and went to the seminary in the
afternoon. After graduating from Hughes in 1913, he matric-
ulated at the University of Cincinnati and continued his studies
at the College. An observant Orthodox adolescent in the heart
of Reform, the “émigré” from Wheeling was, initially at least,
somewhat frightened and homesick. The intellectual growth
which he underwent in the “Queen City”’ was, however, un-
conscious, but impressive. In high school, he studied English
literature, particularly Shakespeare, as well as Latin, Greek,
and German. Around 1913, he also studied ecclesiastical history
for a year, at Cincinnati’s Lane Theological Seminary. He
was the best student in the class — much to the astonishment,
no doubt, of his classmates and instructors, who must have
wondered at the precocious youngster. Some of them attempted
to convert the “young Hebrew,”” as they called him, but Marcus,
who had come to understand that they meant him no harm,
was not offended. The experience of living closely with Christians
for the first time in his life tended to broaden his spiritual
horizons. Years later, when he participated in Reform-sponsored
Institutes of Judaism for the Christian clergy, the constant give
and take of argument with Christian clergymen served to extend
his horizons even further and, at the same time, to give him a
precise understanding of the liberal faith towards which he
had slowly and painfully made his way.

At the University, Marcus was particularly enthralled by
Merrick Whitcomb’s lectures on medieval history and on the
French Revolution. Marcus’ exposure to American history,
curiously enough, appeared anything but promising; he was

5
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only negatively impressed by Isaac Joslin Cox, who lectured
in that subject.

The Hebrew Union College, which shortly after Marcus’
arrival in Cincinnati had moved to its present site on Clifton
Avenue, offered him an intellectual experience rather different
from the one which he was afforded at the University. There,
at the College, under the exacting guidance of Julian Morgen-
stern and Henry Englander, Jacob Marcus made substantial
gains in his grasp of Hebrew grammar and biblical criticism.
Although, in spare moments during those early years in Cincin-
nati, he had begun to read the English translation of Heinrich
Graetz’s History of the Fews purely for pleasure, he came before
very long to detect in himself more than a passing taste for
general Jewish history. Scholarship grants enabled him to begin
building a large Jewish library, and he read widely, if not
wisely. Almost from the very beginning, he evinced a warm
interest in the history of his people. A more formal instruction in
Jewish history was provided him at the College by Gotthard
Deutsch. It was Deutsch, more than anyone else at the time, or
perhaps even since, who made Marcus alive to the study that
was ultimately to become the substance of his intellectual life.
Marcus himself has said of Deutsch:

He became a great influence on me. In part, he influenced me because
of his personality. For the most part, I was influenced by his method.
He was essentially a skeptic, a realist. He believed practically nothing
in history. He believed only in facts, and wanted to be pretty sure
before he would accept the fact. He was in essence an annalist. He
was also a great deal of a debunker .... Deutsch emphasized the
anecdote, social history, and was very much interested in the details
of the lives of individuals. I was influenced by this approach. *

The extent to which this influence continued to operate, the
fruit which it bore, commands perhaps no testimony more

* This and the following direct quotations are taken from a brief autobiographical
manuscript prepared by Dr. Marcus.
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eloquent than the two volumes of Early American Fewry and the
three of Memoirs of American Fews: 1775—-1865 which Marcus, by
then become one of the most distinguished of American rabbis
and Jewish historians, was to publish some three and a half
decades later.

Julian Morgenstern, too, exerted a considerable influence on
the developing young scholar. Morgenstern, to be sure, was “a
severe teacher,”” but Marcus “learned to enjoy his classes” in
biblical criticism. From Morgenstern he ‘“really learned the
critical method.” It was, as the years would bear abundant
witness, a lesson of paramount importance and value.

Yet Marcus was not content with Cincinnati alone. During
one of his vacations from the College, he spent a financially
precarious summer at the University of Chicago Divinity School
where, among other things, he waited on tables and studied
Egyptian history with James H. Breasted.

In 1914, the Hebrew Union College student body founded its
own literary magazine. The first number of the Hebrew Union
College Monthly appeared in June of that year under the editorship
of an upperclassman, Abba Hillel Silver. Eight issues were
published that first year, and the last two, dated April and
May of 1915, included two book reviews by a member of the
class of 1919, Jacob Marcus. As he himself has said, he “worked
very laboriously” on these productions. In one of them, a
review of Israel Cohen’s Fewish Life in Modern Times, Marcus
took Cohen to task for forgetting, in his Zionist zeal, that he
was ‘“supposed to be an impartial historian.” Later, in 1917,
Marcus himself became editor of the Hebrew Union College
Monthly.

It was in 1916 that Marcus received his first professional
fee — $10.00 — from Joseph Jacobs, the editor of the American
Hebrew, for an article on the famous Eastern European Yiddish
writer, Mendele Mocher Seforim. Conscientious scholar that

7
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he already was, it was a source of some gricf to him that he had
had to work from secondary sources only, and the ten dollars
did not make him feel any better. He was all too painfully
aware of his inadequate grasp of primary materials, not to
mention his meager knowledge of the classical languages and
of rabbinic Hebrew. During the years to come, he went to
great pains to make up the deficiency.

On April 6, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson led the United
States into the war against Germany, and all of Marcus’
scholastic plans were temporarily suspended. Some three wecks
later, on the thirtieth of April, two months before he was to
receive his B.A. degree from the University of Cincinnati,
Marcus volunteered as a private in the United States Army,
although as a theological student he was exempt from the
draft. Fortunately, during the first months with the Army,
Marcus was stationed in Ohio and was able to take his bac-
calaureate at the University in June.

The Army, by Marcus’ own testimony, “settled” him. He
“ran into some anti-Semitism, but, on the whole, . .. was well
treated.” Shortly after his graduation from the University of
Cincinnati, he was sent to France, where he spent some nine
or ten months with the American Expeditionary Force. Happily,
though under fire on several occasions, he was spared participa-
tion in active engagements, and passed most of his French
sojourn in a relatively quiet sector. Throughout his military
service, he conducted religious services for his Jewish comrades,
frequently right behind the lines. Out of his wartime experiences
came a number of articles, including “The Jewish Soldier”
in the Hebrew Union College Monthly in 1918, “Lost: Judaism in
the AEF; the Urgent Need for Welfare Workers™ in the American
Hebrew in 1919, and, in the same year, “Religion and the
Jewish Soldier” in The Community Voice of the Allentown [Pa.]
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Jewish Community Center. By the time he was separated from
the service in May, 1919, he had risen to a second lieutenant’s
rank and was the acting commander of his company in the
145th United States Infantry. He was then twenty-three
years old.

In June, 1920, a year after his return from the Army, Jacob
Marcus was ordained a rabbi at the College in Cincinnati.
In fulfillment of the College’s requirements for ordination, he
had written a thesis of some 200 pages, An Investigation into Polish
Jewish Life of the Sixteenth Century with Special Reference to Isaac
ben Abraham, Author of Hizzuk Emunah. Shortly after Marcus’
ordination, David Philipson, the rabbi of Cincinnati’s Bene
Israel Congregation and a powerful member of the College’s
Board of Governors, recommended to President Kohler that
the young scholar be appointed to the College faculty as an
instructor in Bible and Rabbinics. At first, the new instructor
was authorized to teach only biblical history and other subjects
in Bible and Rabbinics, but on Deutsch’s death in 1921, Marcus
found himself in charge of all the College’s classes in general
Jewish history. He also found himself among the executors of
Deutsch’s literary estate, an experience that in itself was to
have meaning for his future development:

When I saw how [Deutsch’s] books were thrown around, I lost all
respect for books as sacred entities in themselves. Since that time, I
have never hesitated, when necessary, to destroy a book by marking
it as I saw fit. I have learned that books are instruments and not
masters.

Deutsch, his brilliance, critical acumen, and insight not-
withstanding, had been a thoroughly unsystematic teacher.
Now, under Marcus’ aegis, the students at the College had to
read Jewish history systematically for the first time in a genera-
tion. Yet his new duties quickly convinced Marcus that his
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own inadequacies in the field of Jewish history stood in need of
substantial correction, and he determined to subject himself to
the discipline of a European training.

The Marcus family had, in the meantime, moved to Farm-
ington, West Virginia, where at length it had achieved a
measure of prosperity. With his father’s help, therefore, the
erstwhile soldier found it possible, in the summer of 1922, to
return to Europe, this time as a student. He remained there
four years.

Marcus’ European pilgrimage had been motivated primarily
by his desire to study with Ismar Elbogen at Berlin’s Jewish
theological seminary, the Lehranstalt. For the most part, how-
ever, as it turned out, he studied at the University of Berlin.
Originally it had been his intention to explore the social and
economic history of the Middle Ages, but he soon discovered
that he was inadequately equipped to execute his plan and
that, in many areas, he would have to “start from scratch,”
as it were. He sought for himself, therefore, private instruction
in Medieval Latin, Hebrew, and Middle High German. Among
his tutors was Fritz Baer, whom Marcus has since characterized
as, ‘““technically, the greatest historian we [Jews] have yet
produced.”

Perhaps the chief of his obstacles, Marcus found, was his
lack of ease in reading German. It took him a year before he
was able to read German with a measure of fluency, and at
length, in the summer of 1923, finding that he had too much
occasion to speak English — and too little to speak German —
in Berlin, he went to Kiel to perfect his grasp of the language.
He did learn German in Kiel, but missed there Berlin’s Jewish
associations, so vital, he felt, to his Jewish development. He
also missed in Kiel the stimulus of men like Fritz Baer and
Jacob Jacobson, the archivist for German Jewry, and the
companionship of the ’cellist Maurice Eisenberg, a fellow
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American. He missed, too, the warmth of the Chassidic services
to which he had been attracted in Berlin’s East European
ghetto and the glow of the ultra-Orthodox Adath Israel Syn-
agogue of which, liberal religionist though he was, he had
become a contributing member. Other Berlin synagogues,
notably the Jewish Reform Congregation in the Johannisstrasse
and the Orthodox Alte Synagoge in the Heidereutergasse,
failed to compel his interest. Marcus’ intimates are well aware
of the fact that the former West Virginian with his dry humor
and his ironic “wisecracks” is no ‘“highbrow.” He is not overly
fond of pompous people. As in later years with music, so now
with synagogal worship, he preferred schmaliz to elegance and
restraint.

Life in Germany proved ‘‘desperately lonely’’ for him. It
was, in many respects, the first year in Cincinnati all over
again. He was compelled to work very hard, and found little
time to make friends. The loneliness was somewhat alleviated,
however, in the summer of 1923 when three College friends
from Cincinnati — Nelson Glueck, Walter E. Rothman, and
Sheldon H. Blank — arrived in Germany to pursue doctoral
studies. In that year of 1923, Marcus also met Antoinette Brody,
a young music student from New York.

The scholastic labors which Marcus had so tirelessly endured
since his arrival in Berlin three years before led, in October,
1925, to his Ph.D. degree. Since the University authorities in
Berlin declined to accept a Jewish subject, he was advised to
write his doctoral dissertation on the mercantile relations
between England and the Hanseatic League. That dissertation,
Die handelspolitischen Beziehungen zwischen England und Deutschland
in den Fahren 1576-1585, was published in Berlin by Eberling in
1925. It was dedicated to “Pretty Nettie Brody.”

By the spring of 1924, Marcus had fallen in love with
Antoinette Brody, and at the end of 1925, the two were married
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in Paris, where he had gone to study French. After a brief
honeymoon, Antoinette returned to Berlin to continue her
studies. Marcus had intended to remain in Paris for some time,
but a few days later followed ‘“Pretty Nettie” back to Berlin.

In the fall of 1926, Marcus returned to Cincinnati, but not
until he had first spent three months in Palestine. His hope had
been to learn modern Hebrew, but it had met with only partial
realization. Four difficult years in Europe had left him too
fatigued to endure the rigors of a kibbutz cxistence, and it was
in the kzbbutzim that Hebrew-speaking people were to be found.
He did, however, learn to read modern Hebrew.

Formidable though his years abroad had been, and insuper-
able as some of the obstacles which he encountered must have
seemed, the European sojourn was of permanent value to him.
In Europe, Marcus had found — and seized upon - the op-
portunity to become a cultured as well as a learned human
being. Despite his thralldom to a relentless doctoral program,
he had found time to associate with artists, musicians, and
other people of culture. The association had not failed of effect.
He had, moreover, disciplined himself to accept the unremitting
demands of a life of scientific scholarship. If, in the years to
come, that would not lead to a life of great leisure and social
activity, it would lead to a life of personal creativity and achieve-
ment. He was fortunate, too, for although Antoinette’s interests
were primarily musical, she remained admirably patient with
all the demands which her husband’s academic work made on
both their lives and did everything to further Marcus’ career.
His wife’s gaiety and joie de vivre, morcover, presented a much-
needed contrast to Marcus’ tense and even hypersensitive
temperament.

The years which followed his return to the College in 1926
presented him with many opportunitics and many challenges.
In May of 1929, his wife bore him a daughter, Merle, now an
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