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PREFACE:

A concise hut comprehensive text-book in Marathi on
Materia Medica is a want keenly felt both by students and
teachers of the Vernacular Class of the Grant Medical College,
This want the present treatise is intended to meet. [t lays
no pretensions to an elaborate and exhaustive work on the
subject, and therefore highly scientific details relative to the
description, preparations, and actions of medicines have been
omitted with a view to avoid perplexity to a beginner. But
no efforts have been spared to collect and condense in this
small volume such practical and useful information as will
well ground a student in the elements of the science.

The publication of the British Pharmacopeia rendered it
desirable to adopt all the changes it has introduced concerning
officinal preparations, nomenclature, new medicines, weights,
measures, &c. In addition to all the drugsand their pre-
parations described in the British Pharmacopeeia, this work
contains such other remedies, indigenous or otherwise, as are
likely to be of value in this country.

In describing drugs and the processes for their preparation,
the author could not but adopt the Latin or English nomen-
clature, as corresponding terms and expressions could not be
found in the Marathi language, and in order to coin them,
he would have been obliged to indent largely on Sanskrit
without success. Insome casesit would have been an im-
possibility, many articles described being foreign. But care
has been taken to insert the Native names of those articles
that are known in the Indian bazaars, and believed to be of



iv
medical value, and to notice the medicinal virtues aseribed
to each of them.

After explaining the objects of Materia Medica and Thera-
peautics, a few preliminary pages are devoted to the elucida-
tion of certain points in practical pharmacy required by the
student at the commencement of the study of this branch of
Medical science. Each drug is there described under the
two grand kingdoms Inorganic and Organic. Part First
contains Inorganic Materia Medica, sub-divided into Non-
metallic and Metallic bodies ; Part Second includes vegetable
substances, arranged according to the natural system; Part
Third is devoted to the treatment of a few of the animal sulb-
stances arranged according to the Natural History system. In
order to assist the memory of the student, a table has heen
added at the end of the work, showing the proportions in
which some of the more important drugs of the British
Pharmacopeeia arc contained in the officinal preparations.
Lastly a copious index has heen appended.

Of works on Materia Medica consulted in the compilation
of this work, that of Dr. Garrod has been found most useful,
the other books that have been referred to are, Dr. F. Rovle's
Manual of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Dr. Percira’s
Materia Medica, Dr. ("Shaughnessy's Bengal Dispensatory,
the British Pharmacopceia, Bengal Pharmacopaia, Epitome of
Materia Medica by Dr. H. Montgomery, and  Graham's
Catalogue of Plants,

In conclusion, the author trusts that he may he excused for
any errors that may have crept into the work through an
oversight, as this is the first systematic work of the kind in
Marathi.

N. D.
July 1865,
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