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PREFACE.

The publication of the lgresent: volume, vis.,, Assam
Buranji by the late Srijut Harakanta Sarma-Barua Chau-
dhury Sadar-Amin, represents the first atlempt of the
Desurtment of Historical and Antiquarian Studies to bring
to light available source-books in the history of Assam.

The book deals with the history of the Ahom Kings of
Assam from Khunlung and Khunlai to the termination of
their rule in 1826, and contains a large mass of information
hitherto unpublished. The author prefaced his chronicle with
a short introduction in which he said that the 4ssam Buranji
compiled by Kasinath Tamuli-Phukan was incomplete in
many respects, and that the present book was based on
the earlier one of Tamuli-Phukan. The two works have
been closely compared, and the chronicle of Harakanta
has been found particularly rich in materials throwing light
on the social and constitutional history of the Assamese
people. Harakanta’s additions have been specified in an
appendix to this book.

The author Harakanta was born about 1818 during the
last days of Ahom supremacy. He was a descendant of the
famous Daivajna family of Assam, known as ‘ Sonamuar
Ghar,” founded by one Suryyavar Suryya-viﬁl;a who came to
Assam from Kanauj during the reign of Sukhampha Khora-
Raja, 1552—1608, when the country was overrun by the
Koches under King Naranarayan. Suryyavar, who was
well-versed in astrology made certain predictions about the
future of the Ahom King and his country which were event-
ually fulfilled. The astrologer was rewarded with sumptuous
presents together with the title of Sonamua or the golden-
mouthed. This Assamese Chrysostom was the progenitor of
a long line of distinguishg' sons. His son Mayir was
appointed Majumdar-Barua who was like a confidential minis-
ter of the king, representing in himself the functions of a

rivate secretary and an adviser on foreign relations,
ayir’s great-grand-son Amvarish or Naga was Majumdar-
Barua during the reign of Lakshmi Singha, 1760—80. He
was a linguist of no mean erudition, beinileproﬂciznt in
Persian, Hindi, Bhutanese and Burmese. had very



powerful enemies amongst the three Gohains, who viewed
with jealousy the appointment of a non-Ahom to the trusted
and responsible position of a Majumdar-Barua.* Under the
orders of Lakshmi Singha's successor Swargadeo Gaurinath
Singha, Amvarish was charged with some offence, and his eyes
were extracted at Gargaon, and he was sent away to his
home at Nazira.}

Amvarish had two sons, Radhakanta and Srikanta.
Radhakanta was the father of Harakanta the author of the
chronicle. Harakanta had a brother named Gaurikanta,
whose great-grand-son, the late Sriman Pramodkanta Sarma-
Barua placed at my disposal, in 1925, the original manus-
cript of this chronicle as well as Harakanta's autograph
history of his family, known as * Sonamuid or Naga-Majum-
dar Baruar Vamsavali.” Pramodkanta was a poor student
struggling with poverty and ill health, but was inspired with
a literary passion which characterised his ancestors. He
assisted me for some time in transcribing an old Assamese
chronicle, but the boy died on August 80, 1925.

Harakanta Sarma-Barua was an Assamese gentleman of
the older school who assimilated to some extent the growing
influx of the western spirit. He was versed in Bengali, Hindi
and Persian. He started his official career as a Mohuri 6r clerk
in the Kamrup Collectorate, and served in different depart-
ments as a treasurer, Peskar and Sherastadar. He afterwards
rose to be a Deputy Collcctor, then Munsif, and finally a Sadar-
amin with the powers of a second class Magistrate. He was
alsoa landlord of considerable importance, and his name figures
among the signatories of the application dated May 1, 1858,
submitted to Mr. Mills by the Chaudhuries of Kamrup
praying for ‘‘a fixed rate of assessment being put on the
cultivated lands and a permament settlement.”} Harakanta

retired from Government service in 1877 and died at North
Gauhati in May, 1900.

Harakanta was thus a spectator of the last phase of
Ahom su‘premacy as well as o?e:he foundation and consoli-
dation of British power in Assam. Before his eyes the fair
valley of the Brahmaputra was devastated by the blood-
thirsty hordes of Mingimaha Bandula. The invaders were
ousted by the powerful hand of the British and a peaceful
state of affairs was established in the country tln;wnthe
administrative genius of David Scott and Maj eral

* Ms. chronicle of the n of Lakshmi Singha, in possession
of the AmorimBnphﬂ:: Mﬂ:‘-‘iou at Gaubati.
h Duara-Barbarua’s chronicle of the Tungkhungia Dy-

tMills Report on the Province of Assam, 1854, Kamrhp,
Appendix G, pp. xvi'i'l—xxvx. oS s P



Francis Jenkins. The sdministration of India was transferred
from the hands of the East India Company to the Crown,
and the province long tagged on to Bengal, was placed under
the control of a C Commissioner. Harakanta saw all
these changes. He came in contact with men of the older
regime as well as of the new, and was thus a most competent
authority on the order which h“:fmd away. He had a
large library of manuscripts, and his leisure hours were
devoted to literary and historical pursuits. It is said that
he recorded all births, deaths and other significant events
that came to his knowledge or occurred before his eyes.
His surviving relatives have informed me that the old Sadar-
amin was always seen reading books or writiny something on
his low table. Unfortunately his manuscripts and his own
compilations as well as his diary were destroyed by the
burning of his houses on several occasions. He is said
also to have written a treatise on the rivers of Assam. The
manuscripts of the present history and genealogy were,
after the death of the author, in possession of his eldest son
Kamalakanta, After Kamalakanta's death the manuscripts
were practically neglected and were in immediate danger of
being destroyed or lost. One Kinaram Ghargiri, a retainer
of Harakanta, whose father Jiuram had accomBanied Gauri-
kanta and Harakanta in their flight from Upper Assam
to Gauhati during the Burmese disturbances, noticed with
regret the fate of the handiwork of his deceased master.
He took possession of them and made thcm over to Srijut
Bidyakanta Barua, father of Pramodkanta.

Thirty years have elapsed since the death of Harakanta,
but his name is uttered still with reverence. His longevity
due to his saintly and regular habits is a common topic of
conversation even to this day. He enjoyed his pension of
rupees two hundred per month for nearly a quarter ofa
century, and it is said that official inquiries were occasionally
made to ascertain whether he was actually living.

The manuscript of the present book is in the handwriting
of the author himself. It is highly systematic. The whole
chronicle has been divided into chapters and the monarchs
serially numbered. Our editorial intervention has been con-
fined mainly to the grouping of the chapters into ﬁamgrnphs,

viding marginal analysis of every paragraph and the

eading of every chapter. The paragraphs have serially

numbered for facility in reference. Orth: hical mistakes
have been co , and the standard laid down in the
Hemakosha has been followed as far as possible. But we
have scrupulously avoided altering or correcting ut:ﬂ
which would represent a sound not contemplated by .

author; for example, Harakanta has occasionally
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Gohati in place of Gauhsati or Guahati, Phokan in stead of
Phukan, Aro for Aru. This will help us to form some idea of

the unciation in vogue amongst the older generation of
the mese,

The author describes the book as an enlarged version of
Tamuli-Phukan’s Buranji. His purpose has been set forth in
& very carefully worded preface which runs as follows,—

* Buranjis of Assam containing accounts of the Indra-Vamsi
sovereigns are to be found in many parts of the province, but of
those chronicles, one does not agree with the other, which leads
to confusion and error. In the year 1766 Saka, Sri-Sri Purandar
Singha Maharaja obtained from the Company, lalbandi of Ujani-
khanda on a stipulated tribute of rupees ﬁtty thousand. His
glmdlctton extended over the territories bordering on the

rahmaputra river, with the Dhansiri on the South, and Biswa-
nath temple on the North, extending from Kachujan as far as
Sadiya. During his rule, Radhanath Barbarua and Kasinath
Sarma Tamuli-Phukan, under the orders of the Raja, collected
Buranjis from various quarters, and compiled a concise Buranji
with the informations derived from those chronicles. But their
compilation should have incorporated numerous important in-
oidents and facts, which were unfortunately omitted, perhaps,
to avoid grolixity. For this reason we have commenced writ
this chronicle having based it on the earlier one above refems
to. I have, with due discrimination and diligence collated
informatiuns from many other Buranjis and reports heard from the
lips of reliable Abum Phukans, Baruas, and others.”

The chronicle of Kasinath Tamuli-Phukan was first pub-
lished in 1844 by the Sibsagar Branch of the American
Baptist Mission. It has been ‘reprinted and published ”
by authority in 1906. Kasinath’s Buranji presents only the
dry-bones of the history of Assam. Ilarakanta’s improve-
ment  has been scen mainly in his presentation of facts in a
more life-like and literary fashion. While Kasinath was
satisficd by merely stating the events of the reigns of the
Ahom Kings, his successor has touched upon the constitu-
tional and social landmarks introduced by the sovereigns.
Rudra Singha has been set up as a great sovereign who
attempted to bring his country abreast with other provinces
of Ind.

Kasinath has not uttered a word about the martyred
Assamese Princess Jaymati, wife of Prince Gadapani, after-
wards King Gadadhar Singha. Harakanta’s vcrsion gives a
rational nccount of the momentous self-sacrifice of Jaymati.
The current version regarding her death, on which poems and
dramas have been written, is attended with numerous fallacies
which could not easily be explained away, viz., -How was it
possible on the part of a puppet King like Sulikpha Lara-Raja
to inflict publicly corporal punishment on the consort of
Prince Gadapani, who was also the daughter of a powerful
potentate and minister of the rcalm, Laithepena Bargohain ?
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As we all know the powers of Ahom sovereigns were constitu-
‘tionally limited, and the up-holders of the traditional rights
of the people would not have tolerated the unchivalrous
chastisement of a Princess and a mother lasting for a fort-
night or so. If the King deserves the arraignment of posterity
for having commanded such dishonourable punishment, his
ministers and nobles are no less culpable for having connived
this action of the sovereign. ‘ Ten thousand swords must
have leaped from their scabbards to avenge even a look
that threatened her with insult.” According to Hara-
kanta the Chaudangs, the hereditary executioners and
punishers of the Ahom Kings were responsible for havin
tortured Jaymati to death. Torture and execution constitu
the daily occupation of these hangmen, and there is nothing
unusual in a group of Chaudangs exceeding the limits of law,
though the particular victim in this case was a woman
coming from one of the highest Ahom families.

The language of the book is highly simple. It is essen-
tially Assamese and is distinguished from the so-called cos-
mopolitan brogue at present resorted to })‘y many educated
and far-travelled Assamese gentlemen. Harakanta'’s bhook
will be easily followed and understood by villagers even, and
as such the book is expected to have the widest possible
circle of readers. It should have an invariable effect of
popularising historical studies among all sections of the
Assamese people.

This chronicle purports to be the first volume, dealing
with events up to the final expulsion of the Burmese. The
second volume was to deal with the administration of the
country during British occupation, as we learn from the
concluding paragraph of the book. The manuscript of the
book cannot be traced, and in every likelihood it was lost
when Harakanta’s houses were burnt.

The Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies
has arranged for printing and publishing three more chronicles,
Kamrupar Buranji detailing the wars of Assam and Cooch-
Behar with the Moguls ; 4ssam Buranji up to the reign of
Pratap Sinha written in Assamese in the Deodhai Style;
and one metrical chronicle of Assam from the reign of
Gadadhar Singha to the transfer of the company’s territories
to the Crown in 1858, by the late Srijut Dutiram Hazarika.

CorroN COLLEGE, S. K. Bruvanx,
Gauhati, Assam. Honorary Assistant Director o
February 15, 1980. Historical and Antiquarian Studies,

Assam.
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